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EDITORIAL

Safety, environment
& competitiveness
The winter was very mild in northern Europe this year
and we are looking forward to a pleasant spring.
Unfortunately, the political environment for developing
Swedish industry’s competitiveness is not equally sunny,
but actually pretty cold and rainy, not least when it comes
to the transport sector.
From January 1st the regulations governing sulphur
content in marine fuels within SECA were made more
stringent with a reduction from 1.0% to 0.1%, forcing
operators to switch from heavy fuel to diesel, which is
considerably more expensive.
Regarding road transportation, the Swedish forest
industries have spent 5 years researching how to improve
environmental performance, safety and competitiveness.
The results were presented at the beginning of 2013 and
showed that great opportunities exist to develop the
trucks and allow a higher maximum gross weight.
Finland took these findings and immediately
increased the allowed gross weight of trucks
from 60 to 76 tonnes. This enabled a 20%
reduction in the number of heavy trucks
on the roads. With two additional axles
and thus 4 additional wheels, the average
weight on each axle can be reduced
despite the increase in total weight.
This gives shorter braking
distance with greater safety
and equal or even reduced
wear to the roads.
Since the length of the
trucks is unchanged
at 25.25 m, they are
no more difficult
to overtake on the
roads. Actually,

very few will probably notice that it is a heavier truck since
the only visible difference on the outside is that they have
two extra axles.
This is a major safety improvement for heavy road traffic!
On top of the improvement in safety, it also leads to significantly
reduced emissions from road traffic and last but not least a cost
reduction of about 10%, which is very important for the forest
industry and other heavy industries. Not least in view of the
increased SECA costs.
Despite the obvious win-win-win situation for safety,
environment and competitiveness, the Swedish government
has chosen to do nothing.
It is difficult to understand why. It is mentioned that it
could move cargo from rail to road, but the new trucks are
in fact mostly used in short-distance transportation of raw
materials from the forest to the mills or to the rail terminals.
It is not realistic to build ways to all harvesting areas.
Actually, the government has for decades been cutting down
on maintenance and re-investment in so called low-traffic
railways, which means that the cargo rail network has in
fact been deteriorating for many years.
I think it is time for the government to change its
strategy. Let the industry improve safety, environment
and competitiveness for road transportation. To protect
long-distance rail transportation, the government needs to
improve maintenance and re-investment in current low-traffic
rail networks. This would enable efficient road transportation
over shorter distances and efficient rail transportation
over longer distances.
This is the way forward for better safety, environment
and competitiveness!

Magnus Svensson, President SCA Logistics
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Text: Jennie Zetterqvist. Photo: Helsingborgs Hamn.

SCA
increases
Swedish
short sea
shipping

SCA Logistics is increasing the flow of freight from northern Sweden to Helsingborg.
Simultaneously the new short sea flow offers new opportunities for marine transportation
to and from other destinations in Europe.

SCA Logistics calls at Helsingborg
twice a week and the new short sea flow
has meant that southbound volumes
have doubled. Paper freight, previously
transported from northern Sweden by
road or rail, will from February now go
by sea. The final destination is to various
customers in Denmark.

climate since carbon dioxide emissions
are substantially lower compared to road
transportation.
“It is gratifying for SCA Logistics to
be increasing short sea shipping, which
unfortunately has not been so common in
Sweden”, says Magnus Wikström, Head of
Marine Transportation at SCA Logistics.

Short sea shipping gives
environmental benefits
Transportation by sea amongst other things
has considerable advantages as regards

Opens up opportunities to attract
more customers
The increase in volumes to Helsingborg
also mean greater opportunities to ship

freight from Helsingborg to London
and Rotterdam. The route continues
from southern Sweden via London to
Rotterdam and then back to Helsingborg
and Oxelösund.
“This gives us greater opportunities
to work with higher volumes and new
customers. Above all we see opportunities
to increase container and trailer traffic
between Helsingborg and London”, says
Nils-Johan Haraldsson, Vice President
Marketing and Business Development.

Text: Jennie Zetterqvist. Photo:Linda Snell.
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Moving forward
with growing volumes
The theme “Moving forward” permeated last autumn’s Baltic Shipping Days event. It also sums up
2014 for SCA Logistics. Volumes increased and container traffic reached an increasing number of
short sea destinations.
Another year has gone by and SCA
Logistics’ volumes have been increasing
since 2013.
“In 2014 we handled almost ten million
tonnes of freight at our terminals and
on our vessels. All in all we have grown
by 1.5% counted in volume in all SCA
Logistics’ operations”, says Nils-Johan
Haraldsson, Vice President Marketing
and Business Development.
Lübeck increased by 10%
The most noticeable increase was at the
Lübeck terminal, where volumes increased
by almost 10%.
“Things have gone very well in the
German market compared to other markets
and it is naturally a gratifying result for
Lübeck”, Nils-Johan Haraldsson goes on.
On the other hand, developments in
Russia have led to reduced volumes to
St Petersburg. Imports to Russia have
fallen generally as a result of the political

how long it will continue but we are
hoping of course for a speedy recovery”,
Nils-Johan Haraldsson continues.
New destinations for
short sea containers
Container traffic in Europe, on the
other hand, continues to reap success.
SCA Logistics’ short sea container
operations are growing at an increasing
rate and several new destinations have
been added during the year.
“We have shipped freight to Portugal,
Ireland and Italy among other places.
We are also beginning to ship to Germany.
The increase is the result of many years of
dedicated work on the intermodal concept
that we have developed”, he continues.
All graphical paper bound for Milan
is now transported in intermodal
containers and in 2014 SCA Logistics
also began containerising containerboard
to Italy, alongside the first timber

“SCA Logistics’ short sea container operations are growing
at an increasing rate and several new destinations
have been added during the year.”
situation with among other things an
embargo on substantial food imports
from Western Europe.
“Like many others we have been forced
to see a decline. The enormous reduction in
imports has naturally had an impact on our
container feeder service from Rotterdam
to St Petersburg. It has affected everyone
operating traffic between Western Europe
and Russia and we still do not know for

products to Milan.
Everything goes via the Rotterdam
terminal, which has exactly the right
prerequisites for intermodal transportation.
“Our terminal is situated in the short
sea centre with connections to both truck,
train and barge, which we can really make
use of. This is a positive development that
I am sure we will see more of in the
future”, Nils-Johan Haraldsson tells us.

SCA Logistics saves
storm-felled timber
From Sundsvall and northwards,
conventional consignments have increased
by almost 30% compared to last year.
This is largely because of Hurricane Ivar
that swept across southern Norrland on
12 December 2013. Loads of storm-felled
timber has been shipped, mainly to Obbola
and Munksund, throughout the year.
It remains to be seen whether any storm
will affect us in 2015. SCA Logistics is
continuing full steam ahead.
“The year has begun better than 2014.
We are now continuing to develop
intermodal transportation and seek new,
efficient logistical solutions that benefit our
customers and our collaborating partners”,
Nils-Johan Haraldsson rounds off.

Text: Jennie Zetterqvist. Photo: Sjöfartsverket.
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Ice-breaker Atle
kicks-off the season
Atle inaugurated the ice-breaking season in Sweden this year. This modernised 40-year-old is thus ready
for yet another winter, which according to the Swedish Maritime Administration will be mild to normal.

Citat
citat
citat

The ice-breaking season began on the
15th of January after some variable winter
weather around the country. Ice-breaker
Atle had all of two days on standby
before it was time for its first mission,
in the northern most part of the Gulf of
Bothnia, helping bulk-freighter Altamar
through the ice to leave port in Luleå.
A modern 40-year-old
Atle has been assisting shipping through
the Baltic for 40 years. After modernisation
and preventive maintenance, the vessel
is well equipped to continue for at least

another 10 years.
“Atle is in good shape technically speaking
and has been modernised continuously over
the years.
“She is well equipped to continue in
service until she turns 50”, says Ulf
Gullne Head of the Swedish Maritime
Administration’s Ice-breaking Division
in a press release.
The fleet comprises five vessels: Ale,
Atle, Frej, Oden and Ymer. The buoytender vessels Baltica and Scandica
also have ice-breaking capabilities.
When external resources, for example

in the form of tugs, are needed, these are
hired to carry out the work of keeping all
Swedish ports open year round by breaking
ice on the open sea and assisting vessels
that have problems moving.
Expecting mild winter
Sweden and Finland collaborates closely
on ice-breaking in the Baltic, the Gulf of
Bothnia and the Sea of Åland. Two Finnish
ice-breakers were first out in this season’s
joint ice-breaking effort.
“Now we dispatch the ice-breakers in the
order in which they are most cost-effective
to operate”, says Ulf Gullne.
Last winter was a mild one and very
light for winter shipping. Conditions at the
beginning of this year’s season have also
been mild and based on this the Swedish
Maritime Administration estimates that
winter will not be severe this year either.
“At most it will be a normal winter”,
Ulf Gullne goes on.

FACTS

“Atle is in good shape technically
speaking and has been modernised
continuously
overone
the years.” Headline two
Headline
Brödtext

Brödtext

ATLE
Atle is one of five state-operated ice-breakers
and is owned by the Swedish Maritime
Administration. She was built by OY Wärtsilä AB
in Helsinki in 1974. Atle has been modernised
and upgraded physically and technologically
in recent years.
•
•
•
•
•

Length: 104.7 metres
Beam: 23.8 metres
Draft: 8.30 metres
Displacement: 7,800 tonnes
Ice-breaking capacity: 1.2 metres of
ice at three knots.
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The new dock crane can do the work previously
done by two older cranes. Margaretha Wirén
Björk, Chief Financial at Marine Crane, and
Mikael Sundelin, Ship and Imports Coordinator
at SCA Forestry Products, are following the
optimization with interest.

Unique crane design
optimises unloading
A new, specially-designed dock crane is making timber handling at SCA Munksund more efficient.
Marine Crane from Piteå handles all unloading of timber at the mill’s quay and has developed the crane
based on a mechanical excavator. “The new crane increases capacity, secures reliability and improves the
operator’s environment”, says Mikael Sundelin, Ship and Imports Coordinator at SCA Forest Products.
SCA Munksund manufactures paper for
consumer and transportation packaging,
most of it based on fresh wood fibre.
Imported birch is mainly used to produce
packaging paper with a white surface.
It is imported primarily from Estonia and
Latvia and SCA Logistics is responsible
for the marine transportation.
The factory’s location on the Pite river
creates special conditions for vessels
that bring these imported goods.
“It’s a somewhat difficult channel

that has to be navigated during daylight
hours and it’s important that we are able
to unload immediately so that vessels
can leave the following day. Because we
are in the far north, there are few hours
of daylight during the winter and the
new crane developed by Marine Crane
secures our capacity in a different way.
The new, larger crane can do the work
previously done by two older cranes.
“They worked well but age finally took
its toll. For example they had reached

the point where it was becoming
difficult to get hold of spares when
they broke down”, Mikael tells us.
Economically smart and efficient
Marine Crane built the crane by customising
a Volvo EC700 excavator from 2010.
The company has constructed a number
of similar cranes by converting excavators
since the 1990s and their latest project has
the best performance yet.
“Converted excavators have proved to
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be a very good alternative to traditional
dock cranes. We work together to
create economically smart, efficient
crane solutions“, says Marine Crane’s
Managing Director Janne Lindbäck.
It took seven months to develop
at the company’s factory in Piteå.
The most important modifications
are that the excavator now has a longer
(14 metres), stronger jib. The eleven-ton
counterweight has also been replaced

readily available for the new crane and
the operator’s working environment is
clearly better.
“Operator comfort and the hydraulics
are exceptional”, Janne points out.
Other ports have shown interest in
Marine Crane’s latest construction,
which is one of many innovative
solutions that the group have come
up with. Marine Crane sees distinct
advantages in driving development

“Converted excavators have proved to be a very good
alternative to traditional dock cranes.”
with one twice as heavy. It is mobile
and follows the jib’s movements.
Increased capacity and comfort
This solution allows a timber grab to
be used that is twice as big as before,
and Marine Crane expects to be able to
increase capacity by approximately 40%,
measured in tonnes, and maintain the
same fuel consumption. Spares are also

in their role of supplier to SCA.
“We have a mutual exchange that
I think means a lot to both sides.
“We have an open dialogue and we
can discuss ideas in profitable ways with
the people who work in this industry
every day”, Janne Lindbäck goes on.
The crane and the size of the grab
are being optimised at present, which
Mikael Sundelin is following with interest.

Facts
Marine Crane
Marine Crane is part of the Marine
Group parent company and specialises
in loading and unloading at Swedish
ports. SCA is by far Marine Crane’s
biggest customer.

“It’s very exciting to watch the
development work. Marine Crane
challenges the industry with its
innovations”, he says.

Text: Per-Anders Sjökvist. Photo: Per-Anders Sjöquist.

New logistics solutions
for transporting chemicals
SCA Forest Products purchases several different kinds of
chemicals for paper and pulp production. One of these chemicals is
sequestering agents used to bleach pulp.
“Normally we agree with the suppliers that
they will handle deliveries. However when
one of our biggest suppliers of sequestering
agents ceased production, we chose to use our
own transport solutions for deliveries from our
new supplier”, says Stefan Modig, a strategic
purchaser at SCA Forest Products.
Tested transport solution
The chemicals are transported using SCA’s
RoRo-vessels and during 2014 the solution
has been tested for transporting two kinds

of chemicals: size to Munksund paper mill
and sequestering agents to Östrand. In both
cases, SCA Logistics handled transportation
all the way from supplier to SCA’s industries,
including the seaborne leg from Rotterdam.
“In addition to a better price, this
solution also gives us greater reliability and
control of the transportation. SCA Logistics
are known for their punctuality, which is
an important factor for avoiding production
stoppages at our factories and mills”,
Stefan Modig explains.

A win-win situation
“For us at SCA Logistics, it is an advantage
if we can fill our RoRo-vessels with
northbound freight as much as possible.
We offer this kind of logistical solution to
both customers and suppliers. It is a win-win
situation that benefits everyone concerned”,
says Henrik Fälldin, Sales Manager at
SCA Logistics.

Text: Jennie Zetterqvist. Photo: iStockPhoto.
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1956–

1970–

1980–

1985–

Early container ship
500–800 TEU, 137*17*9 m

Fully Cellular
1,000–2,500 TEU, 215*20*10 m

Panamax
3,000–3,400 TEU, 250*32*12 m

Panamax Max
3,400–4,500 TEU, 290*32*12 m

How container
vessels got so huge
It is almost 60 years since the world’s first container vessel was put into commercial operation. At the
time, Ideal X had a capacity of 58 containers. MSC Oscar set sail on her maiden voyage in January of this
year. With a capacity of over 19,200 TEU and an overall length equivalent to four football pitches, she
is currently the biggest container vessel in the world. So, how did container vessels get so huge?

Up until 1956, all international sea freight
was principally loaded and unloaded
manually by dock workers. However,
trucking entrepreneur Malcolm McLean
thought it took far too long to load cotton
that he had driven to New York to be
transported to Istanbul. His impatience
grew and he realised that the work could be
done faster if he had a container that could

be lifted directly off his truck and onto the
vessel, stuffed and ready for its journey.
Continuous development since
the first container vessel
By converting a T2 oil tanker and
strengthening the deck to bear the
containers, the first container vessel
was built. Ideal X could carry 58 35-ft

containers and marked the beginning
of an era that would be one of dramatic
development.
This method of transportation grew
exponentially since the first voyage.
Already the following year, Malcolm
McLean put Ideal X’s big sister Gateway
City into operation, which could
carry almost four times as much load,
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EVOLUTION OF
CONTAINER VESSEL
Naturally, not all container vessels are as big
as this. Experts divide the vessels into six
generations and the world’s fleet consists of
a mix of several different generations since
different designs are suited to different tasks.
Vessels with a capacity of up to 1,000 TEU are
used in feeder service while the largest vessels
operate only on transoceanic routes.

1988–

2000–

2014–

2013–

Post Panamax
4,000–5,000 TEU, 285*40*13 m

Post Panamax Plus
6,000–8,000 TEU, 300*43*14,5 m

New Panamax
12,500 TEU, 386*49*15,2 m

Triple E
18,000 TEU, 400*59*15,5 m

226 containers, stacked on its deck.
Development continued until the 1960s
and his company Pan America began to
dominate the shipping industry.
There were several reasons for
McLean’s success. His system cut time
in port substantially and both loading
and unloading required fewer workers.
At the same time, his containers made

bigger ships mean lower transportation
costs per container, and roughly the same
number of seamen were needed regardless
of the size of the vessel.
Lower costs and more
efficient handling
The possibilities of lower costs and more
efficient freight handling meant that

“The new Giant of the Seas, MSC Oscar, has room
for 117 million pairs of sneakers.”
transportation more secure and
the number of thefts decreased.
The trend towards bigger vessels
took off from the very beginning
Others were quick to follow, which led
to the standardisation of container sizes
that still apply today. Very soon the trend
towards increasingly bigger vessels really
began to gather speed, quite simply because

container vessels grew enormously over
the next 60 years. When Maersk launched
its Triple E in 2013, its capacity of 18,000
TEU (twenty foot equivalent unit) set a
new record. Nonetheless, that record
has already been broken several times.
When CSCL Globe left Shanghai in China
on her maiden voyage in December, her
19,100 TEU capacity made her the world’s
largest container vessel. Before she reached

port in Rotterdam, however, a new
“Giant of the Seas” had claimed the title.
MSC Oscar became the new recordholder as recently as January this year and
she has room for 19,224 TEUs, equivalent
to 39,000 cars or 117 million pairs of
sneakers. Or possibly 900 million tins
of dog food, according to calculations
presented by the Vox news site.
The giants’ battle for
the title continues
MSC Oscar is only the latest result of the
enormous increase in the size of vessels
that has been going on since the 1950s and
she will probably not hold on to first place
for long.
MSC (Mediterranean Shipping
Company) is expected to launch a sister
vessel of the same size as early as April.
And according to the experts, we can
expect to see vessels with a capacity
of over 20,000 containers. The fight
for the title of “The World’s Biggest
Container Vessel” looks set to continue.

Text: Jennie Zetterqvist. Photo: Allseas Group.
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World’s biggest
vessel under
completion
in Rotterdam

11

The final assembly of the biggest vessel in the world is under way at
Port of Rotterdam. The main construction of Pioneering Spirit was done at Daewoo shipyard
in Korea and the vessel is being completed in the Netherlands.
Pioneering Spirit is the world’s largest
platform installation/decommissioning
and pipe-laying vessel and has been built
for the Swiss-based company Allseas.
The vessel is also by far the world’s
largest vessel overall ever constructed.
Final assembly of Pioneering Spirit
will take place in the Alexiahaven. The
inner lake of Maasvlakte 2 enables
work to continue even under less
favourable weather conditions.

New name
Owner Allseas is now making optimum
use of Rotterdam’s off-the-scale
offshore opportunities to finalise the
382-metre long and 124-metre wide
vessel. The ship was originally named
Pieter Schelte, after marine engineer
Pieter Schelte Hereema, father of
Allseas’ owner Edward Heerema.
In February, Allseas announced
that the name would be changed to

Pioneering Spirit. According to Allseas,
the name of the vessel reflects what she
stands for: a new technological step
in platform installation and
decommissioning.
Building larger version
Allseas has already committed to building
an even larger single-lift vessel of similar
design, which will be put into operation
in 2020.
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Preparing
for future giants

Container vessels are increasing in size every year. The port of Rotterdam is prepared for these giants
of the seas. To maintain and strengthen its leading position, the port is creating room for further growth
by widening the Amazonehaven.
Port of Rotterdam is Europe’s largest
port and one of the biggest in the world.
As a global hub, it acts as the gateway
to Europe. Widening the Amazonehaven
is one of the measures being taken, in
addition to the realisation of the second
Maasvlakte, to ensure the port can
continue to receive the largest container
vessels at all times.

old quays removed while operations at
the terminal continued. When the work is
completed in April, 18,000+ TEU vessels

200 million Euros invested
The port authority has invested
200 million Euros in widening the
Amazonehaven by 55 metres from 255
metres to 310 metres. A total of 2,400
metres of quay walls were built and the

will also be able to call at the ECT Delta
Terminal 24/7 without limitations.

operations in Rotterdam are increasing
due to the rise in international container
transport. To be prepared for the future,

“A total of 2,400 metres of quay walls were built and the old
quays removed while operations at the terminal continued.”

Making room for future growth
Making room for growth is important for
the development of the port. Activities and

the Port of Rotterdam Authority is
carefully planning activities in
remaining available areas.

A new spring for
Europe’s canals
Transportation on rivers and canals is quiet and efficient and has a long history. In Europe, inland
waterways are still an important link between countries. 500 million tonnes are transported by barge
between 230 inland ports in Europe every year. But the figure could be considerably higher.
Canals can be seen on what is perhaps
the oldest preserved depiction of a city
in existence, a clay tablet from 3,800
BC describing the city of Nippur on the
Euphrates’ present-day river channel.
The art of building canals can be
regarded as a further development of the
technique that was used for the extensive
irrigation systems that contributed to the
economic prosperity of the river valley
cultures on the Euphrates and the Tigris,
on the Nile and the Indus, and on the
great Chinese rivers.
In Europe, the technique of building
waterways was developed in northern
Italy and the Netherlands.
These canals, embankments and

storms. The entire low-lying country
was covered by navigable canals with
embankments and dikes from very
early times.
Sustainable traffic mode with
great potential
This transportation network soon became
an important cause behind the country’s
political position and flourishing trade
and industry. At the end of the 1700s,
canal transportation in the Netherlands
was generating an annual profit equivalent
to a hundred times the annual wages of a
Swedish craftsman!
Today, inland waterway transportation,

Europe’s waterways amounted to
4.2 million TEU.
Broad action programme to
increase barge traffic
The five largest coastal ports in the EU
are connected to the inland waterways
that link together about 230 inland ports.
A third of all freight passes through
Port of Rotterdam, Europe’s largest port.
The inland waterways thus still play an
important part in transporting a product
from the coast to its final destination.
Nonetheless, only about 6% of Europe’s
total freight volume is transported by
barge and the European Commission

“It is a quiet, safe, climate-friendly and energy-efficient
way to transport goods.”

gates were an attempt to prevent the
difficulties that the large bodies of water
that sometimes cascaded down from the
mountains caused. The same installations
could also be used for drainage, irrigation
and transportation.
The Dutch were particularly good at
protecting themselves against tides and

that is to say shipping on Europe’s rivers
and canals, is emphasised by the EU as a
relatively sustainable traffic mode with
great unexploited potential.
It is a quiet, safe, climate-friendly
and energy-efficient way to transport
goods. Every year 500 million tonnes
are transported by barge on the 37,000
kilometres of waterways that crisscross Europe’s densely populated areas,
where traffic loading is very high. This is
equivalent to 25 million trucks.
Bulk freight – iron ore, scrap metal,
minerals and building materials –
dominate, but container traffic is growing.
In 2010, the total volume of containers on

would like that figure to be considerably
higher.
The commission reasons that there is
unexploited potential to be freed, with
more jobs, a better environment, less traffic
on the roads and more efficient freight
transportation, resulting in – today as
yesterday – positive economic development.
But the way there is not an easy one.
Many bottlenecks have to be removed,
such as insufficient locks, bridges and
connections to other river systems.
A broad action programme has therefore
been proposed the aim of which is to
allow more freight to be transported
on Europe’s rivers and canals.

Text: Mats Wigardt. Photo: iStockPhoto.
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Text: Jennie Zetterqvist. Photo: iStockPhoto.

14

Barge traffic is on the
increase and is being
optimised for the future
Up to 40% of all transportation from Port of Rotterdam is via barge in a network of rivers and canals.
SCA Logistics’ terminal also prioritises transportation by barge, which has significant advantages as
regards cost and the environment. In a successful collaborative project, canal traffic is now being
optimised for the future.

15

Port of Rotterdam is an important hub
for barge traffic in the whole of Europe.
The Netherlands offers one of Europe’s
most fine-meshed networks of rivers and
canals, which form a complex system
totalling 6,000 kilometres of waterways.
Traffic is greatest on the Rhine and
the Danube.
Every year, approximately 5-6 million
containers leave Port of Rotterdam by
inland barge. SCA Logistics in Rotterdam
transports between 1,000 and 1,500
containers by barge every week.
“For us it’s a major daily activity that
allows safe, efficient and environmentfriendly transportation of different kinds
of freight to various ports further inside
Europe”, says Roelf Buist, Terminal
Manager at SCA Logistics in Rotterdam.

substantial investments to make barge
transportation more efficient and in recent
years major efforts have also been made in
the rest of Europe to increase its efficiency
still further.

More barge traffic an
important strategy
Increasing the proportion of barge and
rail traffic is an important element in both
SCA Logistics’s and the port’s strategic
efforts to reduce the pressure on the roads.
Properly organised, barge transportation
means both environmental advantages and
lower costs compared to transportation
by truck. Port of Rotterdam has made

The reason is that a substantial increase
in barge traffic is expected, which will
require an optimised system.
Barge operators, inland terminals, port
terminals, depots, shipping companies
and forwarding agents all support the
initiative, which is making good progress.
The planning tool, called Brain, is
currently under development and the aim is
for it to be operational at the end of 2016.

Common planning optimises traffic
Through a collaboration with Nextlogic,
players throughout the logistics chain
are aiming to achieve even more efficient
handling of inland transportation of
containers, among other things by means
of a central, integrated planning tool.

SCA Logistics’ Roelf Buist is convinced that
the system will create scope for further
growth and strengthen the entire port’s
competitive situation.
“This a big step forward as regards
joining forces on optimising the whole
logistics chain and making it more
efficient”, he goes on.
Facts about river traffic in Europe
Barges are the main means of
transportation on Europe’s rivers and
canals. A barge is defined as a vessel

“Every year, approximately 5-6 million containers leave
Port of Rotterdam by inland barge.”
with a flat keel and without any means
of propulsion of its own. The barges are
normally specialised for certain types
of freight and waterways. They can be
divided into tanker barges, bulk barges,
container barges and automobile barges.
Their loading capacity varies between
350 and about 16,000 tonnes.
Source: Inland Navigation Europe, 2012

The Swedish Maritime Administration’s decision to introduce new
fairway dues came into effect on 1 January 2015. However, the
biggest change has been postponed until a later date.
The new limitations for sulphur content in
marine fuel has affected how the Swedish
Maritime Administration levies its charges.
Both fairway dues and pilot fees have been
changed, whilst the sulphur surcharge has
been abolished. Fairway dues are divided
into two parts: one is based on a vessel’s
gross tonnage and the other on the quantity
of freight loaded and discharged.
The Swedish Maritime Administration
introduced environmentally differentiated fairway dues in 1998 and the sulphur
charges have now been played out, the administration is investigating new measures.

The objective is to reduce the environmental impact of the shipping industry.
“Our ambition is to find suitable financial control measures together with our collaborating partners during the coming year.
Our intention is to contribute to reducing
more of shipping’s environmental impact
in a socio-economically effective manner”,
says Jaak Meri, Director Public Affairs at
the Swedish Maritime Administration, in a
press release.
A further aim of the investigation is to
simplify and improve the administrative
procedures.

FACTS
fairway dues in 2015
The freight-based portion of the dues
remains unchanged at 2,75 SEK/tonne of
freight.
The vessel-based portion of the dues
has been changed to 2,55 SEK/gross unit
for cargo vessels. The previous charge
per gross unit was 2,05 SEK + a sulphur
charge of 0,70 SEK.
For passenger vessels, the corresponding
dues have been changed to 2,25 SEK/
gross unit. The previous charge per gross
unit was 1,80 SEK + a sulphur charge of
0,70 SEK.

Text: Jennie Zetterqvist.

New Swedish fairway dues introduced

Text: Jennie Zetterqvist. Photo: iStockPhoto, Maria Lemon.
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Relief
shipment
brings hope
in Ghana

17

to children
Through the Children’s Home organisation, Maria Lemon is helping children in a children’s
home in Ghana. A whole container of gifts for the children was shipped in February.
“I am so touched by the willingness to help that I meet. Without SCA Logistics’
expert assistance, this shipment would not have been possible”, she says.

FACTS
Children’s Home
Children’s Home is a charity without any political or
religious affiliations whose aim is to help children in
Ghana. Children’s Home’s objective is to help make
children’s homes self-supporting. Read more about
the organisation and how you can help at
www.childrenshome.se.

Gifts and donations go to:
• Food and water
• Schooling
• Soap, hygiene articles and medicine
• Conversions and new buildings
• Electricity.
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Maria Lemon is a loading supervisor
at SCA’s mill in Tunadal. She also runs
Children’s Home together with her
daughter Sara Svensson, who had
the opportunity to see these children’s
situation first-hand when she was
working as a volunteer in Ghana.
Sara was responsible for the ten youngest
children, who had to share eight items
of clothing and when Maria Lemon heard
from her daughter that every day she
had to choose which two would have to
go naked, then the tears came. Followed
by determination.
None of them will ever be adopted
“My daughter’s trip gave me so many aha
experiences. Here our wardrobes were
overflowing and they do not have enough
clothes for ten children. I also realised
that these places are called children’s
homes because none of them will ever
be adopted”, Maria Lemon continues.
She really wanted to do something
to help, so she began communicating
directly with the manager of the children’s
home in order to be able to help the
42 children in the best possible way.
“We found that the need for help was
boundless and that they did not really
know if they would have money for
food the following day”.

SCA Logistics made container
transport possible
Friends and colleagues at home in
Sweden also understood the seriousness
of the situation and contributions began
to roll in. Donating money so that the

children’s home can buy things themselves
is the easiest way, but at the same time
Maria was being contacted by people
and organisations who wanted to give
them things. This prompted the idea of
arranging a container.

when the container arrives.
At the same time, Children’s Home is
continuing its work of collecting money,
largely through sponsoring.
The money will help make life easier
for the children and markedly contribute
to improve their health. The children’s
home now has a new water supply
and the children are today having both
mosquito repellent and sun blocker
applied every day to protect them from
malaria and the sun’s dangerous rays.
Deeply moved by people’s generosity
Last year Children’s Home collected
74,000 SEK, way beyond expectations,
and Maria is visibly touched as she thinks
of the generosity she meets every day.
“It’s absolutely fantastic. Many

“We found that the need for help was boundless and that
they did not really know if they would have money for food
the following day.”
“Anyway, I wanted to look at the
possibilities and contacted SCA Logistics.
They agreed immediately and made both
their expertise and their contacts available
to us”, Maria goes on.
At the beginning of February, the
container was packed full of furniture,
clothes and tricycles, among much
else. Then it was shipped to Wallhamn
in Gothenburg to await onward
transportation to Ghana, generously
paid for by the Grimaldi Group
shipping company.
“The desire to be involved that I have
met from SCA Logistics and their partners
is absolutely incredible. I would never
have been able to arrange a container
and put all the pieces of the puzzle in
place without them, their willingness
to help and their expertise”, she says.
Will make life easier for children
The journey will take a month and Maria
is looking forward to receiving reports

people also like the fact that we are
a small organisation, totally without
administrative charges, and that they
can see visible proof that their help
really goes where it is intended.
Relief work that gives twofold joy
Children’s Home is continuing its
work and hopes one day to be able to
help more children’s homes in Ghana.
The organisation also collaborates with
the Home for Hope foundation in
Germany, who assist them with major
construction projects. Maria Lemon
visited the children’s home herself in
November and is planning to do so
once a year together with her daughter.
“This gives me such energy and
happiness, which also shows in my daily
work at SCA. I hope that everyone who
contributes also feels good and full of
energy at being able to contribute to
the children’s well-being. Now they
have hope for the future”, she says.
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Clean but expensive
The new sulphur directive came into force on 1 January 2015,
restricting sulphur emissions to 0.1% for all vessels sailing within
the SECA region, i.e. the Gulf of Bothnia, the Baltic, the North Sea
and the English Channel. To begin with, most shipping companies,
including SCA Logistics, have chosen to switch from Heavy Fuel
Oil (HFO) to Marine Gas Oil (MGO), which meets the new emissions
regulations by a comfortable margin.

SCA has also switched to MGO for its
RoRo vessels.
“The vessels have been running on HFO
for 18 years and before the end of last year
we were forced to make some conversions to
be able to run them on MGO. We had some
planning to do before we were sure of how
it could be done”, explains Lars Petersson,
Senior Advisor at SCA Logistics.
Careful preparations
The vessels’ engines are actually designed
for this fuel.
“But to be able to ensure 100% reliable
operation, we installed fuel coolers
to prevent the oil temperature exceeding

some extra filtering so as not to damage
any of the machinery. Some gaskets and
fuel pumps have been replaced, but the
switch has largely gone very well,without
any surprises,following the detailed plans
that we had drawn up for the maintenance
work”, says Magnus Wikström, Head of
Marine Transportation at SCA Logistics.
“We’ve also changed the lubricating oil
in line with the engine manufacturer’s recommendations to a quality more suited to
MGO. Daily inspections are made to ensure
that diesel is not leaking down through
the pistons and diluting the lubricating oil
changing its physical properties. In addition
to all this, we’ve also done some fine-tun-

“It is an efficient fuel in that the engine room is much
cleaner and we also produce less waste.”
50 degrees, which would not be ideal as it
could cause a technical shock that
would lead to the failure of the fuel pumps”,
Lars Petersson goes on. The HFO tanks
were also cleaned before bunkering the
MGO. “We chose the simple way to use up
all the HFO and then removed the last of it
as sludge. The very last drops dissolved in
the MGO that we then pumped in.
The settling tanks and the day tanks were
also cleaned. Almost a ton of sediment were
found in some of the tanks and it was all
pumped ashore as sludge before we did

ing of the engines with the help of engineers
to set the fuel injection for optimum engine
operation”, he goes on.
Clean but expensive
Using MGO for two months has shown
two things: it is a clean, efficient fuel but
extremely expensive.
“It is an efficient fuel in that the engine
room is much cleaner and we also produce
less waste. We estimate that we will in
future only need to pump out sludge every
third trip instead of every trip was done

previously”, Lars Petersson goes on.
However, the increase in the cost of making
these voyages has proven to be considerable.
“We have a difference in fuel costs of 250
dollars a ton! This represents a substantial
increase in cost for every trip the vessels make
of 500,000 Swedish kronor. This is not good
at all for northern Sweden’s basic industry.
Historically, the price difference between
MGO and HFO has been even greater, so
increases in cost are not expected to be any
smaller in the future”, says Magnus Wikström.
Scrubber technology
under development
Against the background of increased costs,
SCA Logistics is making an active effort to
find other, more cost-effective alternatives.
One path that is being closely monitored is
the new low-sulphur fuel LSHFO (see separate article). Another is the development
of scrubber technology.
“We have looked at and are in the process
of evaluating a many types of scrubbers but
we have not yet found any that give a better
solution than running our vessels on MGO.
Nevertheless, technology is moving forward
and we’re monitoring developments very
closely”, Magnus Wikström rounds off.

Text: Carl Johard.

SECA region

Text: Carl Johard. Photo: iStockPhoto.
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Positive
adherence to
regulations in
Europe’s fairways
Adherence to the new regulations is high as regards to observance of the new sulphur
regulations in northern Europe. Samples have been taken throughout the EU and no
violations of the regulations have been seen during the first two months of the year.

OIL SAMPLES
400

200
40

40 oil samples of planned 400 were taken during
the first 50 days of 2015.

21

The Swedish Transport Agency is
responsible for ensuring that vessels in
Swedish waters follow the new sulphur
directive.
“We had already decided to increase the
number of oil samples that we take from
docked vessels from 200 last year to 400
in 2015 even before the new regulations
came into force at the beginning of the
year. During the first 50 days of 2015 we
have so far taken 40 oil samples so far and
have not seen anything in those samples to
indicate too high sulphur content.
We send the samples to an accredited
analysis laboratory in Gothenburg”,
explains Caroline Petrini at the Maritime
Environment Section of the Swedish
Transport Agency.
Indications are the same in other
concerned countries.
“All the member states reported in
January that the transition to the new,
stricter sulphur regulations had been
relatively smooth”, Caroline Petrini
continues.
Hand-held meters on order
In Sweden, samples are taken by the
Swedish Transport Agency’s own
inspectors. At the same time as they
take the samples, they also check
important documentation, for example

Remote measurement
Another alternative under discussion
is remote measurement.
“Chalmers University of Technology
in Gothenburg have been working for
many years on a project with so-called
‘sniffers’ and optical measurement. They
are intended to be used at various fixed
positions along the fairways, for example
on a bridge or at the entrance to a port.
The Chalmers project also has a certified
plane that can fly over the vessels and take
measurements. But if these methods are to
be used, we need more financial support
from the Swedish government”, says
Caroline Petrini.
Responsibility for samples that
are taken in the countries around the
Baltic and the North Sea lies with the
respective national authority; therefore
samples are only taken in international
waters. Any prosecution for breaches
of environmental regulations take
place in the respective country.
Multinational cooperation
A degree of multinational cooperation
has also been initiated within the EU.
“Whilst the sulphur directive came into
force, the EU commenced cooperation
with all the member states, we meet
in different working groups, where we

“All the member states reorted in January that the
transition to the new, stricter sulphur regulations
had been relatively quiet.”
bunkering receipts, oil and machinery
records.
“We are also evaluating possibilities for
alternative inspection methods. Among
other things we have ordered two handheld meters to be able to measure the
samples faster. The inspectors take them
along and analyse on the spot. This kind
of technology is already being used in
Holland with positive results”, Caroline
Petrini continues.

discuss how we can best benefit from each
other. In addition, EMSA has produced a
database called Thetis-S to which all
member states are to report their sulphur
inspections, to facilitate cooperation
between the member states. If, for example,
a country has a ‘sniffer’ on a bridge that
indicates that a vessel’s sulphur content is
too high and this vessel is on its way to
another country, the member state can
insert a so-called ‘alert’ in the database”,
says Caroline Petrini.

LSHFO an
interesting
alternative
A new low-sulphur
oil - LSHFO (Low Sulphur
Heavy Fuel Oil) - has recently
been launched on the market
to offer marine operators a
cheaper alternative to the
more expensive Marine
Gas Oil, MGO.
The fuel is a blend of low-sulphur
oil and pure diesel and therefore, like
MGO, has a low sulphur content of less
than 0.1%. Furthermore, it has a higher
flashpoint, lower volatility properties
and high viscosity, allowing it to be
stored and handled similarly to normal
HFO (Heavy Fuel Oil).
“We have just begun bunkering
this oil in Russia on our container
vessels, but it is too early to say
anything about quality and how
reliable availability of this fuel is”,
Magnus Wikström, Head of Marine
Transportation at SCA Logistics, says.
At present the price of LSHFO is 50
dollars lower than MGO, however it
is still far more expensive than HFO.
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The number of oil samples taken on vessels in port
will increase from 200 last year to 400 in 2015.

Text: Carl Johard. Photo: iStockPhoto.
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One barge
replaces 33 trucks
After 10 years SCA:s terminal in Lübeck was visited by a barge to transport pulp from
Iggesunds Bruk on its way to southern Germany. The environmental gains are substantial.

On 25 November, MV Isidore called
at the port of Lübeck carrying 3,000
tonnes of pulp from Iggesunds Bruk
in Sweden, 850 tonnes of which would
then be transported to Lachendorf,
close to Wittingen on Germany’s inland
waterways.
Short lead times made it critical to find
a suitable form of transportation, but SCA
Logistics Lübeck solved the logistics by
using a barge instead of 33 trucks.
The fact that MV Isidore had no crane
and only a limited draft in combination
with the barge capacity of the existing
locks system meant that almost 800
tonnes of pulp had to be transferred
to the barge.
Once loaded, the barge continued
through the Elbe-Lübeck Canal and
arrived in Lachendorf two days later.
“The Elbe-Lübeck Canal is an old
canal that dates back to mediaeval times.
It links the Baltic with the Mittelland
Canal, a central European waterway that

runs via the Danube all the way down
to the Black Sea via the Elbe. This is the
northern gateway to central Europe’s
inland waterways, and onwards via the
Rhine and the Danube”, says Jörn Grage,
Terminal Manager SCA Logistics
in Lübeck.

through Germany. This a great gain for
the environment”, Jörn Grage explains.
It all went so well that the terminal in
Lübeck is now planning another barge
for the same customer.
“We would like to see more barges
for environmental reasons. We have the
capacity to receive larger barges, but water

“The Elbe-Lübeck Canal is an old canal that dates back to
mediaeval times and links the Baltic with the Mittelland Canal.”
Experience was very good
The transport went well, the pulp arrived
on time and undamaged, and the customer
was happy. The greatest gains, to
everyone’s satisfaction, were as regards
to costs and the environment.
“By using a barge, both the customer
and we avoided transporting 33 truckloads

depth and the sizes of the locks on the
Elbe-Lübeck Canal limit load capacity to
X m. The federal government is discussing
a possible expansion of the canal system
with deeper channels, which has long
been a demand of German industry”,
Jörn Grage tells us.

Text: Carl Johard. Photo: Bert Prägert.
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SCA Logistics’ Lübeck terminal will celebrate its 20th birthday
this summer. It will be exactly two decades since SCA decided
to relocate its logistics hub in northern Germany from Hamburg
to Lübeck. “It celebrates its birthday at the same time as we have
seen our highest ever volume of
715,000 tonnes”, says Jörn
Grage, SCA Logistics’ Terminal Manager in Lübeck.
The terminal in Lübeck, which so far
specialises in forest industry products,
cooperates very closely with Lübeck Hafen
Gesellschaft. The terminal’s total annual
volume amounted to almost 1,294 million
tonnes last year, of which SCA Logistics’
share was 715,000 tonnes. Southbound

“Today we are the most southern port
on the Baltic”, Jörn Grage goes on.
A challenging next 20 years
Jörn Grage is looking forward to
continued strong development at the
terminal over the next 20 years.

“We have a dedicated area for storing paper
to be stuffed in deep-sea containers.”
traffic consists mainly of forest industry
products and northbound traffic of recycled
fibre, automobile parts and other industrial
products like e.g. steel.
Freight from Sweden arrives in Lübeck
on RoRo vessels. Some of it is then loaded
into transmarine containers for onward
transportation to Hamburg where the
containers are loaded on board deep-sea
container vessels. A total of 10,000 TEU
were stuffed at SCA’s Lübeck terminal in
2014. All in all SCA uses about 30,000
m2 of warehousing space in Lübeck.
“We have a dedicated area for storing
paper to be stuffed in deep-sea containers.”
“We manage to do all our loading and
discharging indoors, which means that we
do not need to worry about the weather”,
says Jörn Grage.
The Lübeck terminal is also very well
situated geographically.

“In another 20 years the terminal will look
as good as it does today, but it will have more
warehousing space and extra area dedicated
to general cargo for the northbound return

Text: Jennie Zetterqvist. Photo: Messe München International.

A 20-year-old
flexes its muscles
Meet SCA
Logistics in
Munich.
SCA Logistics will be participating in
Transport Logistic in Munich on 5–8 May.
Transport Logistic is held every other year
and is the world’s leading exhibition for
logistics, mobility, IT and supply chain
management. All international market
leaders in the transport and logistics sector
participate. Alongside the exhibition there is
also a conference program that takes up new
trends, innovations and future markets.
SCA Logistics will be exhibiting together
with Port of Lübeck and Terminal Manager
Jörn Grage, Forwarding Manager Nikon
Hopf, and Hans-Jürgen Steen from Sales
will be there from our Lübeck office.

facts about
Transport Logistic
• 110,000 m2 exhibition space
• 2,013 exhibitors from 63 countries
• 52,308 trade visitors from 110 countries
voyages. The terminal will also be more
focused on container and intermodal traffic.
Developments towards more container traffic
means that we need more storage space for
transshipping containers”, says Jörn Grage.
Come and see us on stand 126 in Hall B3.

Text: Jennie Zetterqvist. Photo: Matthew Day.
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Improved terminal
operations in Hull
A new collaboration is opening up for more timber product deliveries to SCA Logistics’
terminal in Hull. Opportunities at the terminal have grown through an agreement with
Associated British Ports (ABP), Great Britain’s leading port operator.
with us to Hull and the surrounding
district. That’s why we’re focusing
on identifying new timber flows from
Sweden”, says SCA Logistics London
Terminal Manager Steve Harley.
Monthly shipping can increase
Great Britain’s leading port operator ABP
handles timber products at the port and

“We’re focusing on
identifying new timber flows
from Sweden.”
a new agreement between ABP and SCA
Logistics is opening up new business
opportunities.
“Today we offer monthly shipping to
Hull, but we’re looking at possibilities to
ship more often when volumes grow ”,
says Magnus Wikström, Head of Marine
Transportation at SCA Logistics.

Every year, SCA Logistics delivers large
amounts of pulp from Sweden to the
terminal in Hull for further administration
and delivery. Now there are also greater
opportunities for deliveries of timber
products via Hull. Thanks to a new indoor
warehousing facility complete with racking

system, it is now possible to offer easily
accessible complete solutions for timber
products that demand high quality.
“Access to a brand-new warehousing
facility means that we can offer storage
of sawn timber products to anyone who
is interested in shipping their products

High level of service for sawmills
He sees good opportunities to increase shipments of timber products along this route.
“Our logistics solutions maintain both
high quality and a high level of service.
With warehousing in Hull of the same
high quality and level of service, we can
offer complete provisions to all sawmills in
northern Sweden who export to the British
market”, Magnus Wikström concludes.

Text: Carl Johard. Photo: iStockPhoto, maritime-insight.
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Russia’s trade
on it’s knees

Trade sanctions, the low price of oil and the crash of the rouble during the past year have taken a heavy toll on
the Russian economy, including the flow of goods to and from Russia. Ports and operators in Northern Europe
are under pressure amid concerns of an increasing shortage of empty containers from Russia.
Last year’s sanctions resulting from the
conflict in Ukraine and Russia’s sanctions
in response have had a dampening effect
on economies and trade in Europe.
It began with the EU’s embargo of
defence and energy materials to Russia,
simultaneously various forms of financial
investment were banned and several
key figures’ assets were frozen and visas
cancelled. The Russian government

retaliated immediately by barring imports
of food from the EU and any other
countries that supported these sanctions.
“Any trade that was directly linked
to these areas was affected immediately.
Those volumes of goods do not exist any
more”, says Christopher Pålsson, Business
Intelligence Expert and Managing
Director of maritime-insight. At the same
time he emphasises that it is not only the

trade embargo but also low oil prices,
the collapse of the rouble and a decrease
in direct investment that have hit the
Russian economy hard over the past year.
The impact of low oil prices
and rates of exchange
Low oil prices have had a devastating
effect on the Russian economy, which
receives much of its import revenue from
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gas and refined oil products.
“When the prices drop from 110 to
50-60 dollars, this effectively halves sales
revenues. It has become a matter of great
concern”, Christopher Pålsson continues.
At the same time the price of the rouble
against the dollar has also halved.
“This means that Russian imports
have become approximately twice as
expensive if you pay in dollars or euros.
Much of the container freight to Russia
consists of imports to St Petersburg and
Moscow, so when those imports double
in price it naturally has a negative impact
on imports”, Christopher Pålsson says.
“On the other hand, since sales of
oil, by-products and gas are also priced
in dollars, the halving of the exchange
rate has meant that revenues in roubles
have largely remained unchanged,
despite the fall in oil prices. Those oil
and gas exporters who are based in
Russia are therefore not as affected
by these large market fluctuations”.

the shortage of empty containers.
“We can see that there is a limited
number of containers available in southern
Finland. The container vessel operators
have found it difficult to charge enough
for repositioning empty containers. They
say it is a great problem. This needs to
be resolved and the market must find
some way to deal with it”, he says.

Less direct investment
Regarding foreign investments, direct
foreign investment in Russia has ceased
abruptly.
“Companies that have invested
in the country, ranging from Ikea to
Bosch and Siemens, are reviewing their
investments and some are withdrawing
their investments and leaving the
country, alltogether. Naturally this
has a negative impact on the Russian
economy”, Christopher Pålsson says.
This all leads to a sharp decline in
import volumes of container freight
into Russia which passes through the
ports in southern Finland and Poland.
“This causes a domino effect.
However it is not only ports like
Gdansk that suffer, but also operators.
We can see a deteriorating capacity
utilisation on vessels that operate
the routes in question, resulting in
lower profitability. Many operators
are having a difficult time and they’re
not exactly riding the gravy train
at the moment”, he continues.
A direct consequence of this is

about to be signed with North Korea at
the same time as Russia has entered into
long-term agreements to supply China
with energy.
“This is a way for Russia to reduce its
dependency on Europe as the predominant
export recipient of Russian energy. It also
represents developments that go hand
in hand with Europe’s desire to be less
dependent on Russia. Neverthless, these
trade agreements, will have negligible
short-term effects on the imports and
exports of metropolitan regions of St
Petersburg and Moscow, for geographical
and logistical reasons. It is not an easy
task for a player in Russia to quickly
find export markets in China and North
Korea. There are many obstacles to
overcome along the way before they can
substitute one for the other”, he says.

Russia turns eastward
As a consequence of the strained trade
relations in Europe, Russia has instead
chosen to look east toward China and
North Korea. A new trade agreement is

conflict with a long-term persistent effect
on trade, it will affect development in the
entire region, politically and economically,
as well as the logistics industry. If, on
the other hand, the conflict proves to be
short-lived, it will show that even the
deepest crises usually resolve themselves
after a while. Recovery as a rule does
not take as long as one might think.
After the serious recession of 2009, total
worldwide seaborne volumes were back
at their 2008 levels by 2010 - excluding
Europe, Christopher Pålsson goes on.
When the situation returns to
normal, some of the basic volumes

“We can see that there is a limited number of containers
available in southern Finland. This needs to be resolved
and the market must find some way to deal with it.”

What happens next?
What can we expect in the future? The
crucial question right now is whether the
situation will develop into a full-blown
conflict.
“If it should develop into a long-term

can be expected to return quickly.
“On the other hand, it does not
go without saying that direct foreign
investment will resume easily.
The market has been given a real
reminder of how quickly conditions
can change for geopolitical reasons.
This also applies to the commercial
operations in Russia that have the west
as their primary export market, he warns.
“Experts are passionately agreed
that making forecasts or predicting what
Russia intends to do – is foolish. It’s too
hard. It is far too complex a country,
large and geographically extensive with
many driving forces that are not always
easy for a westerner to predict.”
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?
Two quick
questions about
the shortage
of empty
containers
1
How is the situation in Russia affecting the
supply of empty containers for exports from
Sweden’s and Finland’s basic industry?
“In all likelihood, the reduced volumes of containerised
freight bound for Russia via the ports in southern Finland
or ports in Russia will mean that fewer empty containers
will be available in the region.”

2
How will the availability of empty containers
from Russia affect the possibility to export
from Sweden and Finland?
“I do not believe it will be a big problem, but it may mean
that empty containers may need to be repositioned from
ports on the continent instead, and this may increase costs
slightly. Unfortunately, I do not have a sufficiently detailed
picture of surpluses and shortages to be able to
make more than an overall assessment.”

Christopher Pålsson,
Business Intelligence Expert and
Managing Director of maritime-insight.

Text: Jennie Zetterqvist. Photo: Peter Gyllroth.
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Efficient
stuffing
with new
load plates
New load plates are making stuffing of containers more efficient at SCA Logistics in Sundsvall and Umeå.
The investments are modernising the terminals to cope with increasing demand for containerisation.
SCA Logistics has used in-house developed
slide loaders for automated loading of
containers in both Sundsvall and Umeå
previously. Now both terminals have
decided to invest in new equipment of a
tried and tested brand that offers state-ofthe-art technology.
“We are dependent on load plates,
first and foremost for stuffing timber
products simply and easily. The one we
have at the moment has been in operation
since 2000 and is still functioning well.
But containerisation is on the increase
and we need a load plate that will last for
many years to come”, says Peter Gyllroth,
Operations Manager at SCA Logistics’
Sundsvall terminal.

Text: Jennie Zetterqvist.

Ready for larger volumes
The freight is placed on a load plate outside

the container and is then pushed into the
cargo area. Thus no fork-lift is required
to drive timber into the container, which
makes loading more efficient and also
minimises the risk of damaging timber.
With this investment, the terminals are
getting ready for the future.
“The idea is that we will be prepared
for greater volumes and ensure that we
have reliable production in our stuffing
operations. When we get peak volumes,
we will now be able to operate both
machines in parallel in an efficient
manner”, he goes on.
So far the terminals’ new load plates
have been used for automated stuffing
of 1,000 containers and there are several
advantages compared to manual methods.
“With a load plate, handling is less
resource-intensive, which means that we

both increase our capacity and
make the work environment even safer”,
Peter Gyllroth tells us.
Greater efficiency with
gentler methods
The new equipment in Umeå is undergoing
final adjustment.
“Our objective is to increase
containerisation and with a new load plate
we strengthen our competitiveness”, says
Patrick Mattsson, Operations Manager at
SCA Logistics in Umeå.
An older in-house developed slide loader
will also be available in Umeå to reinforce
capacity as needs grow.
“This makes us more efficient. We’re
also going to test loading other products,
but at present we mainly handle timber
products”, Patrick Mattsson says.

Record productivity at SCA Logistics in London
SCA Logistics’ London terminal has broken its productivity record two months running. 2014 ended on
a high note with a record figure in November that was then exceeded in December. The figure includes
discharging, loading and other movements of freight within the port area.
The reason for the record is a restructuring
that has meant new ways of working with
greater flexibility as a result.
“It is definitely a considerable and
gratifying improvement for us.

Higher productivity strengthens our
competitiveness and our opportunities
to develop, which ultimately benefits our
customers. We have rationalised how
we work and will be following up those

measures to identify further opportunities
to increase our productivity”, says Steve
Harley, Terminal Manager at SCA
Logistics London.

Scan the
code to visit
teamsca.com

Team SCA
completes
closest
race in race
history
Swede Anna-Lena
to join Team SCA
Anna-Lena Elled will become the first Swedish woman to take
part in Volvo Ocean Race for thirteen years*, when she joins SCA
for the fourth leg of the Round the World Race from Sanya, China
to Auckland, New Zealand.

In the early hours of Sunday morning, March 1, Team SCA arrived
into Auckland just seven hours
behind the winner of the leg, MAPFRE (ESP) in the closest ever Volvo
Ocean Race leg.
After 5,648 miles in some of the toughest
conditions the fleet had experienced to date,
the leg from Sanya, China to Auckland was the
closest leg in the history of the race, with the
three leaders finishing within eight minutes of
each other.

Anna-Lena will be the OnBoard Reporter,

side’. “This will be a unique opportunity and

Sally Barkow commented, “I think this leg was

rotating with American Corinna Halloran,

we are fortunate in that our squad system

good in that we were always in touch with the

for this leg. “I have been the reserve OnBoard

allows us to be able to take time out to further

group and every sked was something to think

Reporter since the start of the race and was

develop our skills. I know that Anna-Lena

about, we were sometimes right there, someti-

on board with the team for a Transatlantic and

will do a great job continuing to tell this great

mes had some catching up to do, but I defini-

also joined the team in Lanzarote during their

story”, comments Corinna.

tely think that we have more to give and maybe

training period. So I know what I’m getting
into!” comments Anna-Lena.

we can start making some bigger leaps.”
Skipper Sam Davies adds: “Team SCA is
fairly unique in this race on many levels. Our

The team will spend the next few days resting

Anna-Lena is a 39-year-old journalist from

squad system means that we are able to rotate

before they start preparing for Leg Five from

Gothenburg. She edits Search, a sailing

the team members onboard and the role of

Auckland to Itajai, Brazil which, 6,776nm is

magazine that she started with her husband in

OnBoard Reporter is no different. Anna-Lena

the longest leg of the race. The leg begins on

2007. While Anna-Lena is onboard, Corinna

has been part of the team since June last year

Sunday March 15 and is expected to arrive in

will be able to watch the race ‘from the other

and we are happy to have her join us.”

Brazil on April 5.

Text: SCA. Photo: SCA.
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Text: Jennie Zetterqvist. Photo: Per-Anders Sjöquist.
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Solo Print is the
new Sustainable
Packaging
SCA Ortviken’s packaging products of the future
programme is growing. The Sustainable Packaging product
family has increased with the addition of Solo Print, a one-side coated
paper. SCA Logistics ships all of Ortviken’s production, paying careful
attention to the new market’s delivery demands.
About a year ago, SCA Ortviken in
Sundsvall, Sweden, launched three new
packaging products under the collective
name of Sustainable Packaging. Behind
these new products lie several years of
research and development. The new Solo
Print product adds a one-side coated paper
to the product family. The paper combines
printability of exclusive magazine standard
with the market’s best environmental
characteristics, hygiene and low cost.
SCA Ortviken has been producing
printing paper as its main product since
1958 at the mill in Sundsvall and SCA
Logistics today ships its entire production.
The on-going development of the product
offering has its origins in the fact that
demand for printing paper has fallen
in recent years. Focusing on packaging

paper has proven to be a success.
“Our new Sustainable Packaging
products have been well received by
converters and brand owners alike”,
says Rolf Johannesson, SCA Forest
Products’ Marketing Director.
Meets the market with high quality
With Solo Print, SCA Ortviken is satisfying
a market demand. The packaging paper
has a coating of the same high quality as
the printing paper that SCA produces for
magazines and advertising. Since Solo Print
is entirely based on fresh fibre, it is also
highly suitable for the food sector.
Like the product family’s other
members, Splendo, Operio and Puro,
Solo Print has exceptional characteristics
when it comes to product safety and the

environment. What sets the products apart
is a uniquely low carbon footprint, fresh
fibre from sustainably managed forests and
environmentally conscious production.
SCA Ortviken has taken advantage of its
extensive expertise in both printing paper
and packaging solutions in its product
development work in the best possible way.
“We have sought to combine function
and printing performance with efficient
resource management and low cost. To
this we can add world-class environmental
performance”, Rolf Johannesson explains.
Attentiveness in deliveries
of products of the future
SCA Ortviken has a production capacity
of 900,000 tonnes per year of coated and
uncoated paper for printing and packaging.
All printing paper is transported via SCA
Logistics’ Sundsvall terminal, as will all
packaging products.
This new focus means a new market
exposed to competition with new customer
requirements to consider when the products
are delivered. SCA Logistics has been
prepared to listen more attentively and
adapt every since Sustainable Packaging
was launched on a large scale in 2013.
“It sets great demands on us; we
see this as a challenge and part of our
development. These might well be the
products that create volumes that we
will live on in the future”, said SCA
Logistics President Magnus Svensson at
the official launch of the product line.

FACTS
Solo Print
Suitable for flexible packaging such as bags, wrapping paper, flowpack
and banners. Characterised by very high printing quality, high gloss finish
and high opacity. Certified for direct contact with dry and fatty food.

Suitable for lamination base or PE/PP coating on the inside to allow for
heat sealing and to provide moisture protection. Can also be used in
board applications and as a lightweight liner in corrugated applications.
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October 19-21, 2015

Messe Bremen – Conference & Exhibition Centre
Bremen, Germany

Register Now!

Organized by

In association with

Sponsored by:

Exhibit booth
space is
still available

Visit our website for more details
www.transportsymposium.com

An ocean of
possibilities

REACHING THE
WORLD BY WATERWAYS
Strategic locations, storage, handling and forwarding, we excel in
all areas. By using our RoRo- or container service in combination
with our customized rail and road transport solutions, we can offer
you cost-efficient and high-quality door-to-door service. On time.
All over Europe.

SCA Logistics terminals
Associated terminals

We sharpen your competitivE edge

SCA Logistics
E-mail: info.logistics@sca.com

www.scalogistics.se

