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EDITORIAL

Dare to go intermodal
Intermodal transportation is the future. Perhaps not
for all flows but definitely for many destinations.
The development of intermodal nodes around
Europe has made it possible to use up to three
different modalities efficiently from factory to end
customer’s door. Intermodal transportation is not
without its challenges but for the bold there is much
to be gained.
To create efficient intermodal systems for our
base industries, for example the forest industry’s
mills, which are often situated far from the market
and the well-developed intermodal infrastructure in
central Europe, the base industry’s often substantial
export volumes must be combined with imports.
This is a major task, but if we succeed in accom
plishing it at the same time as various intermodal
players dare to consolidate their volumes in parts
of the logistics chain, we will be able to exploit
advantages of scale and use for example 45-ft
containers.
SCA Logistics has successfully done this together
with intermodal operators. Rotterdam is the most
developed intermodal hub in Europe, where export
volumes come together in short sea containers from
east, south and central Europe. This volume was
the basis for building up a container feeder service
from Rotterdam to Stockholm and St Petersburg.
Equivalent volumes from industries in the north of
Sweden are then used to fill up capacity to Rotterdam
and onward in the intermodal systems to all corners
of Europe. Consumer products in 45-ft containers
from Italy to Sweden and Russia have for example
used three modalities: road, rail and sea. The same
intermodal container is filled with input goods for
German industries.

Base industries use traditional bulk solutions for
their transportation and are not fully accustomed
to intermodal solutions. Intermodal operators have
on the other hand not had much to do with base
industries and are often surprised to see how large
the flows are and the opportunities that they offer.
One of the challenges will therefore be to learn
from each other’s business and make import and
export volumes grow at the same rate and break
the old, ingrained transportation patterns.
With the mature intermodal networks now in
place in Europe, the prerequisites exist to combine
the available import and export volumes successfully.
By also taking advantage of the imbalances in various
European trades we can create advantages for both
shippers and operators. New markets will also open
up for the base industries, which will give them
opportunities to find new customers, compete
with a high level of service, door deliveries, higher
quality, seamless logistics and environmentally
correct transportation.
Intermodal solutions will not be a solution for
all volumes and flows. But they will offer attractive
logistics for many markets and customers and open
up new business opportunities and it will then be
up to intermodal operators and cargo owners to
exploit the possibilities.
So dare to go intermodal!
With best wishes for a fruitful autumn!

Nils-Johan Haraldsson
Vice President Marketing and Business Development
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Fewer runs
with larger boxcars
With its new, larger boxcars SCA Logistics will be able to
transport more freight in each car. This will mean fewer
runs between Munksund, Umeå and Skövde.
The new boxes have been made in China and
when they were delivered they were first
transported by ship to Rotterdam, where
they were transshipped and then transported
to Umeå on SCA’s own RoRo-vessels.
The new boxcars have been specially
designed for SCA Logistics and will replace
the standard cars in use today between

also allows us to reduce the number of runs
between Munksund and Umeå from two a
day to one. We can also reduce the number
of runs to Skövde from five a week to three,
says Margaretha Gustafsson, Terminal
manager SCA Logistics Umeå.
Since the trains are heavier they will be
hauled by more powerful locomotives.

“The new set-up is positive for the
environment and will allow a more
costeffective transportation solution.”
SCA’s facilities in Munksund and the
terminals in Umeå and Skövde.
– Since the new boxcars are larger than
the ones we have used up until now we can
transport more cargo in every car. This

– The new set-up is positive for the
environment and will allow a more
cost-effective transportation solution,
which is positive both for us and our
customers, says Margaretha.

Royal visit to SCA
King Carl XVI Gustaf has been Sweden’s
head of state for 40 years. To celebrate
this, the King and Queen are visiting all
of Sweden’s counties and on 14 August
it was Västernorrland’s turn.
Among other things, the royal
couple visited a felling area in
Västansjö, where Björn Larsson,
district superintendent at Ånger
manland’s forest administration,
told them about SCA’s operations
and modern felling methods.
Then they paid a visit to Bollsta
sawmill to see how SCA refines forest
raw products in the most resourceefficient way. They were guided round
by Mill Manager and Västernorrland’s
Forest Kingdom Ambassador
Katarina Levin.

Did you know…
25 billion SEK
This is how much the Swedish forestry
industry purchases transportation for
every year
Source: Skogsindustrierna.se

110,000 people
This is how many that are employed
in Sweden’s shipping cluster, of whom
7,000 work at sea, approximately 4,000
at shipowners’ and shipping agents’
offices, 5,000 at the ports and the
remainder in various support services.
Source: Swedish Shipowners’ Association

Text: Lisa Rhodiner. Photo: Alexis Daflos / The Royal Court, Sweden

Text: Per-Anders Sjöquist. Photo: Piet Radder
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Time to inaugurate Stamåsen
The first of four wind farms that SCA is building together with Norwegian power
company Statkraft will be inaugurated in September. Stamåsen wind farm with its
26 pylons will be the first to supply renewable energy.
Inauguration day will begin with a seminar
on building wind power installations. This
will be followed by lunch, music, entertainment and competitions at the wind farm.
– After a long permit process and a
two-year construction period we are finally
in business. We hope that many people will

Mattias Kjellsson, wind turbine
technician Stamåsen, at his work
place 115 metres up in the air.

take the opportunity to visit the wind farm
and take part in the activities, says Åke
Westberg, Manager of SCA Energy.
The wind farm at Stamåsen has larger
rotors and taller pylons than the average
wind farm. It has direct generators,
meaning that they have no gearbox.

This gives a 20–25% increase in energy
efficiency.
– The output per turbine is 2.3 MW
and we estimate that Stamåsen will deliver
200 GWh a year, Åke Westberg goes on.

5

FACTS
Statkraft SCA Vind AB is planning to
build seven wind farms in Västernorr
land and Jämtland, covering 136 km²
of forest land and comprising a total of
360 pylons. When they have all been
built, the wind farms will contribute an
annual total of around 2,600 GWh of
renewable energy to replace fossil fuels
and reduce carbon dioxide emissions
by over 2 million tonnes every year.
Today’s joint project, worth 8.5 billion SEK,
is one of Sweden’s largest industrial
investments.

Text: Jennie Zetterkvist. Photo: Rick Tomlinson
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Team SCA completes its
first big offshore challenge  
Team SCA has passed its first big test: the Rolex Fastnet Race.
The all-female crew rounded Fastnet Rock as the leader in the class
and finished the race beating its Ocean Race rivals from Abu Dhabi.
– This was an excellent effort by our team, says Richard Brisius,
Team SCA Managing Director.  
Team SCA is based on Lanzarote, preparing for the next Volvo Ocean Race, which
will start in October 2014. Participation in
the Rolex Fastnet Race in August was the
team’s first major goal. The race is a difficult
contest and tests both inshore and offshore
skills, as well as the preparation of the
yacht and the crew.

First team to round Fastnet Rock
The course took the 372 competing yachts
from the starting line in Cowes on the Isle
of Wight, England, towards Fastnet Rock
southwest of Ireland in the Atlantic
Ocean and back, rounding the Isles
of Scilly off the southwest coast of
England. Team SCA rounded

“It is one of the strongest performances
ever of a female crew in ocean racing.”
– Our training sessions in Lanzarote over
the last couple of months have been very
intense and working towards a goal like
this classic race is very motivating, says
crew member Carolijn Brouwer.  

Fastnet Rock as the leader
in its class. Behind them
were several of the
world’s top male
ocean racers.
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Finished ahead of Ocean Race rivals
On 14 August the team crossed the finish
line in Plymouth, fourth in its class, beating
the Abu Dhabi Ocean Racing Team which
will also be competing in the Volvo
Ocean Race.
– When we first got in front of them
everyone was really pumped up. I think we
did pretty well against them despite more
crew and a bigger spinnaker, says crew
member Sophie Ciszek.

Facts about the Volvo Ocean Race
The Volvo Ocean Race is the longest
professional sporting event in the world,
a round-the-world yacht race for professional sailors held every three years.
Each edition of the race lasts around

Preparations continue
after first major race
Offshore racing is a true test of teamwork
and physical and mental endurance. This is
the first time that the team had taken part
in a major race since the crew members began their training programme in February.

Ocean Race crew visit
SCA Logistics Head Office
On 13 September the members of Team SCA visited SCA
Logistics’ head office at Tunadalshamnen, situated just outside
Sundsvall on the east coast of central Sweden.
The offshore crew who will represent SCA
in the Volvo Ocean Race began their visit
to Sweden in Stockholm. At a management meeting the female sailors met more
than 100 of SCA Group’s top executives.

After the meeting the team continued their
journey northward to Sundsvall to enjoy an
introduction to SCA’s forestry and industrial activities.

Team SCA being guided around Logistics’ vessel m/v Ortviken.
Here seen visiting Captain Anders Lagerlund, m/v Ortviken.

8–9 months and teams face extreme
temperatures ranging from -15 °C in the
Southern Ocean to 45 at the equator.
Team SCA is participating with an allfemale crew on the boat SCA Care.

– This was a great confirmation of the
training programme in Lanzarote, says
Richard Brisius. The team has now taken
the lessons from the race back to Lanzarote
and continue to work on their training programme to prepare and build the best team
for the Volvo Ocean Race 2014/2015.

Did you know…
Roughly 350 people
That is how many that are needed to
operate a ferry, including crew and staff
employed in ancillary services on land.
A total of 80 crew members and shipping company employees are involved
in running a so-called RoPax vessel.
A merchant vessel has a crew of approx
imately 40 on average. As regards personnel the different kinds of ship function
largely as communicating vessels.
Source: Swedish Shipowners’ Association 2013

Text: Jennie Zetterkvist. Photo: Per-Anders Sjöquist

– It is one of the strongest performances ever
of a female crew in ocean racing. I cannot
recall anything like this happening before,
says Richard Brisius, the team’s Managing
Director.  

Text and photo: Per-Anders Sjöquist
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Lars Petersson, Martin Persson and Magnus Wikström on the bridge of m/v Obbola.

Gains on two fronts from
lower fuel consumption
Both the environment and the company’s economy have gained greatly from the hard work that
SCA Logistics has done to reduce its RoRo vessels’ fuel consumption. The efforts have paid off
and in 2013 the company managed to reduce their fuel consumption by 3.4% compared to 2012.
The price of bunker oil has soared over
the past five years. A ton of bunker oil that
cost 2,000 SEK in 2007 now costs approximately 4,000 SEK. To keep costs down,
SCA Logistics has therefore taken action
to reduce the vessels’ fuel consumption.
The company’s efforts have proved to
be a good example of where advantages
for both the environment and a company’s
economy go hand in hand. In addition to
sizeable financial gains, annual carbon
dioxide emissions have been reduced by
2,845,000 kg.

New autopilots and fitted flow meters
– We have among other things invested in
new autopilots on our vessels, which helps
them run more evenly and gives them an
optimal turning radius. Thanks to the
new autopilots the rudder does not need
to work so hard and the vessels run more
smoothly with less resistance and less
vibration, which reduces fuel consumption,
says Magnus Wikström, Manager Marine
Transportation, SCA Logistics.
– We have also fitted flow meters to
measure fuel consumption so that the

captain can see how much fuel is being
used at any given time and make adjust
ments if necessary, adds Charlotta Åkre,
Chartering Manager, RoRo/break bulk
at SCA Logistics.
Hulls free from algue
Another way to keep fuel costs down is
to keep the hull free from algae. Deposits
on the hull increase resistance in the water,
reducing speed and increasing fuel
consumption.
– This is mainly a problem during the

“We have among other things invested in new
autopilots on our vessels, which helps them run more
evenly and gives them an optimal turning radius.”
summer because algae grow fastest in
warm water and ice automatically brushes
the hull clean during the winter. Earlier
we brushed the hull at most twice every
summer, whereas nowadays we brush
not only the hull but also the rudder and
propellers three times every summer,
which has contributed to lower fuel
consumption, says Lars Petersson,
Senior Advisor at SCA Logistics.
Smooth operation makes difference
Reducing fuel consumption is not just a
matter of technical changes but also about
the way the vessel is operated.
– It’s important to operate the vessel
as smoothly as possible. Before every trip
I make a rough route plan where I among
other things include lock time reservations
in London and the weather in the Baltic and
the North Sea. Then we decide whether to
cross the North Sea or take the Kiel Canal,

FACTS
Reduced environmental impact:
CO2:............................................ 2,845,000 kg
NOx:.. ................................................38,900 kg
C:.......................................................... 6,690 kg
HC/VOC:............................................. 2,169 kg
PM:....................................................... 1,100 kg
Note: CO 2 = Carbon dioxide, NOx =
Oxide of nitrogen, CO = Carbon monoxide, HC/VOC = Hydrocarbons/Volatile
organic compounds, PM = Particulate
material.

2,845 =

tonnes CO2

1140 villas

The comparison is based on the total
electricity consumption in a normal family
house with electric heating (25,000 kWh
per year).
Source: Klimatbalans.se

says Martin Persson, captain of m/v Obbola,
who goes on:
– Sometimes, however, we have to
hurry in order to win time to cope with
bad weather later on the run. Then it is
extremely important to consider what
the water depth will mean for fuel
consumption. The deeper the water
below the keel the more fuel-efficiently
and smoothly m/v Obbola can run.
The route through the Kiel Canal is
shorter than across the North Sea but on
the other hand is more expensive.
– This means that we have to weigh the
bunker cost against the canal cost for SCA
Logistics to be even better at reducing its
costs, Martin Persson goes on.
Shorter time in port
One way of reducing fuel consumption
still further is to shorten the vessels’ time
in port.
– More efficient work in the ports is
something that we are always looking for.
With more flexible working hours and
more efficient planning we would be able
to save a lot of time at the ports, which
would give us more time at sea and allow
us to sail more slowly, he says.
Importance of
pilot dispensation
Magnus Wikström points out that it is
a great advantage that all the captains
on SCA’s system ships have a pilot
dispensation.
– This saves a great deal of time as
regards the pilot boarding and leaving
the vessels and sometimes no pilots are
available, which causes delays.
– For me personally it’s a question
of professional pride because I always
want to do the best job I can. And longer
running times at sea are to the advantage
of everyone on board. If we run slowly
the vessel vibrates less and it’s easier
and more comfortable to do our jobs,
concludes Martin Persson.

Shipping through the
North-East Passage
multiplies tenfold in
three years
Ten times more freight vessels sail
through the North-East Passage today
compared to three years ago. Navigability has improved markedly through the
rising temperature that is causing the
ice to melt. Russian maritime shipping
company Sovcomflot operates the icebreakers that lead the convoys of vessels
through the passage north of Russia
down to Europe and they can now offer
their services through the passage for
six months of every year. This is more
than ever before.
Guidelines will be completed 2014
This year it is estimated that 1.5 million
tonnes of freight will be transported
through the passage and the Russian
authorities estimate that this figure will
grow to 15 million tonnes over the next
ten years.
In order to satisfy the wishes of the
shipping companies, the needs of the
local population and environmental
interests, the United Nations’ shipping
authority, the IMO, is drawing up
guidelines in a document called the
Polar Code, which will apply for both
poles and will be completed in 2014.

Yokohama
North-East Passage

Rotterdam

Text: Jennie Zetterkvist. Photo: IStockphoto
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Text: Steve Harley. Photo: IStockphoto
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Closed Loop Recycling
chooses SCA Logistics London
for handling and storage
East London based recycling firm Closed Loop Recycling has chosen SCA Logistics
London to handle and store recycled bottles while it expands its Dagenham plant.
SCA’s London terminal will handle and store about 5,000 tonnes of mixed, baled
recycled plastic for Closed Loop while the work is being done.
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Closed Loop Recycling produces food-grade
recycled PET and HDPE from recycled plastic
bottle waste. The plant in Dagenham uses
state-of-the-art technology to sort, wash
and super-clean 35,000 tonnes of mixed
plastic bottles a year. 875 million bottles
that would otherwise have been exported
for recycling, or sent to landfill, will now
be reprocessed and remain in the UK.
This represents nearly 10% of the plastic
bottles that are currently collected for
recycling in the UK, saving approximately
52,500 tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions
annually.

A part of a significant project
– We are delighted that the management
of Closed Loop Recycling have chosen our
terminal to handle and store their products.
It’s great to be a part of a significant project
that will have such a positive environmental
impact. It’s also good news that we are
expanding our handling portfolio to include
products outside of our traditional forest
product range, SCA Logistics Managing
Director Steve Harley says.
Ambitious expansion plans
– Closed Loop Recycling was the first facility

in the world to recycle both PET and HDPE
plastic bottles into food grade material for
new food and drink packaging. The company
has ambitious expansion plans which will
significantly increase the current input capacity
of its Dagenham plant, creating the most
advanced plastics purification facility in the UK.
The existing Dagenham plant has been
operating since December 2008. Current
capacity allows the production of 35,000
tonnes of mixed plastic bottles, producing
11,000 tonnes of rPET and 6,000 tonnes of
HDPE per annum, Closed Loop’s Com
mercial Manager Chris White adds.

Text: Lisa Rhodiner. Photo: Per-Anders Sjöquist / SCA
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Life onboard
m/v Ortviken
They work, sleep and spend their leisure time at their workplace, round the clock for over a
month at a time. At the time the sea really rolls but the view is fantastic. We went along on
m/v Ortviken, one of SCA Forest Products’ more unusual workplaces, on one of its trips.

FACTS about m/v Ortviken
Built: 1996, lengthened by
14.4 metres in 2000.
Length: 170.4 metres.
Draught: 6.84 metres.
Dead weight: 11,800 tonnes.

Cassettes: 165.
Cargo capacity: approx. 9,100 tons
incl. cassettes.
Engine power: 2 x 4050 kW.
Speed: approx. 15 knots at full draught.
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FACTS
SCA has been transporting its reels
of paper, bales of pulp and timber
products using its own vessels since
the 1960s. In 1996 three new vessels
entered service: m/v Obbola, m/v Östrand
and m/v Ortviken. They are called RoRo
(Roll-on/Roll-off) vessels are designed
to allow the cargo to be driven on and
off easily in cassettes. The cassettes are
loaded onboard by means of vehicles
called translifters.

Rotterdam is the biggest port in Europe and SCA’s vessels come here loaded with reels of paper,
bales of pulp and timber products from SCA’s mills in northern Sweden. Some return freight is also
loaded here, for example recycled paper and packaging, for transportation to the kraftliner mills.

The sun is shining down on the SCA
Logistics terminal Rotterdam as we climb
aboard RoRo vessel m/v Ortviken. The
port is a hive of activity with both loading
and unloading going on.
Once onboard we are greeted by
Second Mate Mats Kristiansson, who
shows us round. At the same time he takes
us through the vessel’s safety procedures,
including lifeboats, firefighting equipment
and muster stations should anything occur.
– Safety onboard is the most important
thing. There are no hospitals or emergency
services close at hand. Here we are completely
on our own if an accident happens and it’s

often a long way to land, so it’s important
to have a high safety mindset at all times,
he says.
Pilot in Rotterdam
On the bridge we meet Captain Anders
Avén, who is busy preparing for the vessel’s
departure. Anders has worked as a ship’s
officer for 28 years and on m/v Ortviken
for the last six. When leaving the Port of
Rotterdam a pilot is needed to exit the
port area.
– At most ports where SCA’s system
vessels call, the captains have been granted
dispensation and therefore pilot in and

out themselves but in Rotterdam we use a
pilot, mainly because of the language since
a great deal of the radio communication
takes place in Dutch, he explains.
New, modern equipment
A couple of hours later the pilot disembarks and Anders takes over the helm.
His controls consist of buttons, levers and
displays that are used to set the vessel’s
course. It is difficult to believe that it is
possible to operate such a large vessel
just with these.
– The vessel is 17 years old but much
of the equipment on the bridge has been
replaced over the years so it’s new and
modern, Anders tells us.
Anders navigates the vessel through
the pilot channels and manoeuvres the
vessel to and from the dockside. At other
times, it’s the first mate and the two second
mates who have the watch. They take turns
to man the bridge according to a rolling
schedule of four hours’ work, eight hours’
rest and then another four-hour stint on
the bridge.

Bo Sundman, the ship’s bosun, is
responsible for the day-to-day upkeep of
the decks and cargo bays. On this sunny
day he is renovating the patio for the crew.
– We need somewhere sheltered to sit
outside and the plan is to have the patio
finished by midsummer so that we can
celebrate here.
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First Mate Johnny Henriksson on the watch.

A crew of 13 onboard
M/v Ortviken is owned by SCA but manning
is the responsibility of OSM/SCA Logistics
AB and Imperial Shipmanagement AB is in
charge of the vessel’s technical operation. The
crew are employed under Swedish agreements
through OSM/SCA Logistics or so-called
TAP agreements (that regulate temporary
employment) via OSM’s staffing company in
Manila. Since the vessel has Swedish owners
and sails under Swedish flag, according to
Swedish law and agreements with the unions

All maintenance done while running
In the engine room the engineers are busy
changing the bearings in a lubricant separator.
The vessel is given a complete maintenance
overhaul in dry dock every three years but
at sea and in port regular maintenance is
being carried out all the time.
– Constantly working with preventive
maintenance is the be all and the end all for
us. All the equipment is basically running
all the time so we have clear maintenance
schedules to work to. Almost all mainten

“Sometimes it rolls so much that I have to tie myself
to my counter when I’m cooking, Luis tells us.”
the captain and some of the offers and crew
must be employed under Swedish agreements.
– Just now we have a crew of 13 and
an engine apprentice onboard, Anders tells
us. Roughly half of the TAP employees
generally work for six months at a time,
followed by two months ashore. OSMemployees on Swedish agreements usually
work in intervals of four to six months, with
the same amount of time ashore afterwards.
The vessel is 170 metres long and it is
not easy for newcomers to find their way
around at first. The crew have a gym, a
badminton court, a sauna and a recreation
room. There is also a sickbay.

ance is carried out with the engine running
and it just has to work. Otherwise the boat
will stop. Anything that needs to be done
while the engines are not running presents
a challenge because the vessel is never at
a complete standstill for more than a few
hours at a time while in port, says Chief
Engineer Stein-Ulf Johansson.
Swedish and Philippine food
The crew sit down together at meal-times.
Breakfast, lunch and dinner are served at
the same time every day. Chef Luis Tolentino
is in charge of the kitchen. He has worked
on Scandinavian vessels before but this is

The chef Luis Tolentino likes to
mix the Swedish and Philippine cuisines.

his first time on one of SCA’s. Luis is busy
preparing dinner when we visit him in his
kitchen. Because it’s Thursday he’ll be
serving pea soup and waffles as Swedish
tradition dictates.
– When I come to a new ship I usually ask
what kind of food they want me to cook.
I’m learning new Swedish recipes all the time,
says Luis, who comes from the Philippines.
– I ask for recipes, try them out and see
what happens. Sometimes I cook both
Swedish and Philippine food and sometimes
it’s Swedish home cooking with a Philippine
touch. It’s fun to learn new dishes when
you love cooking.
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Short calls at ports
M/v Ortviken plies a scheduled route
between Umeå, Husum, Sundsvall, London,
Rotterdam and Helsingborg. Calls at ports
are generally short with only time for
unloading and loading.
– It’s very rare that we have time to go
ashore, says engine repairman Jessie Salazar.
Because they are employed under a TAP
agreement, Jessie and his fellow countrymen
will spend six months on board before
returning home to the Philippines.
A long way from the family
Life onboard appears to be pleasant but it
can sometimes be hard to be so far away
from family and friends.
– It’s often the first week at sea that’s
most difficult, but you get used to it. It’s a
kind of lifestyle where you get used to being
away for long periods, says Chief Engineer
Stein-Ulf. The best thing about it is that I
get to stay at home for long periods too.
The crew have access to the Internet but
it does not go without saying, they tell us.
Everyone agrees that internet access has
had a positive impact on life at sea. Now
it’s much easier for them to stay in touch
with their families.
– We haven’t had access to the Internet

Time for a break with
Roy Sarausa and Magnus Nilsson.

– Of course it can be difficult to be away
from the family for so long, but nowadays
the Internet makes it much easier to stay in
touch and phone calls are so much cheaper
than before.
Luis agrees and adds:
– It’s tough being so far away from my
family but at the same time I’m working to
provide for them. Talking with them and
hearing that they’re well always makes me
happier and I feel it’s worth it.

“It’s often the first week at sea that’s most difficult,
but you get used to it, says Chief Engineer Stein-Ulf.”
for very long and even if it’s a bit slow
sometimes, it’s an enormous boost, says
Anders. Staying in touch with family and
friends has become much easier.
Jessie tells us that he usually goes to
bed early in the evening to be able to get
up at 3 a.m. because the differences in
time means that that’s the best time to
call home or chat with the family.

Jogging and karaoke
The crew do not lack leisure time. They
spend their evenings and time between shifts
watching films, reading, working out and
surfing the Internet for example. There is
also a gym for those who like working out.
– Personally I go jogging round the deck
if the weather’s OK and if it’s not full of
cargo, says Anders.

Roy Sarausa, second engineer, Jessie Salazar,
engine reapairman, and Edison Agonos,
wiper, tell us that they sometimes have
Karaoke evenings in the recreation room.
– We keep ourselves occupied so it’s
seldom boring - there’s always something
we can do. Sometime we sing Karaoke
and sometimes we play basket ball.
Some evenings it’s nice to just sit and talk,
says Roy.
Parallel parking a
200-metre-long ship
Before calling at a port First Mate
Johnny Henriksson plans the loading
and unloading.
– It’s an intricate puzzle to distribute
weight and cargo, he says. First, the cargo
must be distributed evenly over the vessel
and second, it must be as easy as possible
to load and unload the freight.
When we get to Helsingborg, where we
will disembark, it is Anders who “parks”
the ship. It looks very easy, like parallel
parking. The only difference is that it’s a
170-metre-long ship…
– All in a day’s at work, he laughs.

Did you know…
50% of the merchant fleet
has been flagged out. 78 Swedish flagged
merchant vessels in long-distance trade and
34 Swedish flagged ferries and combined
freight and passenger vessels (RoPax) remain.
Just under 7,000 seamen work on these vessels.

Approximately 1,100
Swedish ship’s officer students and almost
5,000 students at the seamen’s colleges get
their hands-on training on Swedish merchant vessels every year.

5,000 jobs
in the merchant fleet and many seasonal
jobs have been lost since 2009 as a
consequence of flagging out.
Source: Swedish Shipowners’ Association

SCA’s new transport system
a great success
When SCA launched a totally new distribution system in the late 1960s with its own
vessels and terminals, the ports in Rotterdam came to play a crucial role.
– The project turned out to be a major success factor for SCA, says Joop de Ruiter,
former manager of SCA’s Rotterdam terminal.
The ports around the Mediterranean developed into cogs for increasingly lengthy trading voyages, which among other things led
to an upturn for the Roman Empire and its
port of Ostia. When trade later moved from
the Mediterranean to the Atlantic, Holland
experienced its heyday as a seafaring nation
with ports in Amsterdam and Rotterdam.

Rotterdam became an important seaport
very early. As long ago as 1270 a dam was
constructed on the Rotte river, from which
the city takes its name. The port has since
then been moved closer to the North Sea
and is today one of Europe’s biggest ports
and a hub for trade between Europe and
Asia/America. Between 1962 and 2002

Rotterdam was also the world’s biggest port.
80,000 people work here on a land
area of almost 8,000 hectares. Every year
approximately 450 million tonnes of freight
(2012) pass through the port for further
transportation by ship, barge, road and
rail to satisfy the needs of 350 million
customers all round Europe.

Text: Mats Wigardt. Photo: Port of Rotterdam / Henrik Fälldin / SCA
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The importance of an
efficient distribution system
During the latter half of the 1960s SCA
also became a player with a terminal and
a warehouse of its own in Rotterdam.
At the same time as log-driving had
been superseded by logging trucks, the
importance of an efficient distribution
system was brought to the fore by SCA’s
technical director Rune Hellerqvist.
He saw that production of pulp and
paper largely consisted of transportation
from forest to customer. Nonetheless, the
company lacked the competence to review
and develop the logistics for finished
products.
Per Strömbäck from Volvo Transport
was therefore employed as transport
engineer at SCA. He summarised SCA’s

system for shipping pulp and wood
products as “both stupid and expensive”
and presented a proposal for a totally new
distribution system.

vessels operating shuttle services, and its
own unloading and warehousing terminals,
from where freight could be distributed to
customers’ warehouses.

A rational concept was proposed
In a study that constituted the basis for his
proposal, he pointed out that SCA loaded
products at every little factory along the
coast of Norrland – all in all some 25 ports
– and unloaded at 150 ports around Europe.
Both volumes and vessels were small and the
vessels spent two thirds of their time tied
up in port instead of being at sea. In the
winter, much of the traffic was non-
operational due to ice.
A rational economy-of-scale concept
was proposed instead, with the company
owning its own loading terminals, its own

SCA built ports
and terminals of its own
The man given responsibility for implementing the project was Björn Wahlström,
who at the time was Vice President of SCA.
In his book En laber bris (A light breeze),
published by Ekerlids, Wahlström says that
the entire project was both questioned and
criticised. Real estate agents, shipping
agents and shipping companies all lost an
important customer. The number of
stevedores fell by all of 90%, the vessels
were considered to be too large, profit
ability was questioned and several AGMs
in a row demanded his resignation.
But despite its critics and with strong
support from both board and company
management, the project went ahead. In
the late 1960s, shipping of pulp, paper,
kraft liner, wood products and board was
concentrated to newly built ports in Umeå
and Sundsvall, from where the freight was
shipped to the large intercontinental ports
in London, Hamburg and Rotterdam,
where SCA had built terminals of its own.

Facts about Port of Rotterdam
Total area including
land and water:......................... 12,426 ha
Length:........................................................ 42 km
Depth:................................................... 25 metres
Pipelines:............................................ 1,500 km
Docks:...........................................................65 km

Oil refineries:................................................. 5
Wind farms:................................................... 68
No of employees (2010):................. 87,111
Turnover (2011):. . .................. EUR 13 billion
Website:........... www.portofrotterdam.com
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SCA Logistics, Rotterdam.

New distribution system proved
to be rational and cost-saving
SCA also built three purpose-built icegoing vessels of its own, M/S Tunadal,
M/S Holmsund and M/S Munksund,
each of 12,000 tonnes, to operate shuttle
services between Norrland and the
continent and which were equipped with

the jigsaw in place the system meant faster
handling, lower costs and less damage.
– No one had seen anything like it
before and many people had just shaken
their heads, he says. But the detractors
were forced to change their minds when
they realised what enormous advantages
brought.

“The system was something of a revolution
at the time where we managed to hit the
mark at a very early date.”
the latest technology for efficient loading
and unloading. The technology amply
proved its worthiness in tests on board the
chartered Norwegian vessel Star Billabong.
And SCA’s new distribution system soon
proved to be both rational logistics and a
radical cost-saving. In Rotterdam Joop de
Ruiter was one of three employees manning
SCA’s new terminal and ensured that the
products were sent on to their destinations.
He remembers the critical voices in Sweden
but also how they changed their tune when
it became clear that with all the pieces of

50 year land contract in Rotterdam
Björn Wahlström also writes that the work
was both difficult and extremely engaging.
The project was full of experiments and
new technical solutions, which needed a
great degree of determination to implement.
The constant criticism did not come to an
end until later studies proved the project’s
economic sustainability.
In Rotterdam, SCA entered into a
50-year land contract. The first 20,000 m2
warehouse was followed by five more and
a terminal with cranes.

The entire system
was something of a revolution
After almost 30 years’ service, the three
vessels that had played such a crucial
role in SCA’s pioneering distribution
system were retired during the second
half of the 1990s. New products brought
new demands and it was time for a new
generation of vessels and m/v Obbola,
m/v Ortviken and m/v Östrand were
put into service in 1997. Cranes were
replaced by RoRo technology.
– Now it took only four hours to unload
a vessel, which was extremely fast, says
Joop de Ruiter, who from 1987 until he
retired in 2001 was manager of SCA’s
terminal in Rotterdam.
And SCA Logistics president Magnus
Svensson can now confirm that the new
distribution system for finished forest
products that was developed in the m
 id1960s is still holding up today.
– The system was something of a
revolution at the time where we managed to hit the mark at a very early date,
he says. Since they were built the terminals
have grown to keep pace with the development of the industry. And more expansion
will probably be needed, not least in
Rotterdam.

Text: Håkan Norberg. Photo: SCA
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Rotterdam – the port of Europe
The extensive expansion at the Port of Rotterdam opens up
for increased container traffic for SCA and its customers.
– Now that Maasvlakte 2 is operational
we expect deep sea shipping to continue to
move their business to the new and existing
terminals at Maasvlakte. At the same time
the Eem-Waalhaven area, where our SCA
Logistics Rotterdam Terminal is located,
will strengthen its position as a European
continental hub, says Roelf Buist, Managing
Director, SCA Logistics Rotterdam.
– This fits our ambitions perfectly. It
will allow us to expand in the near future
and with the planned Cool Port development,
the already existing inland connections into
Europe via rail, road and barge will be
strengthened even more, he continues.
Doubles containter traffic capacity
Maasvlakte 2, a gigantic expansion at Port
of Rotterdam, opened for traffic in May.
Dutch Minister of Infrastructure and the
Environment, Melanie Schultz van Haegen,
inaugurated the new port area with the words:

– With Maasvlakte 2, the Netherlands
is throwing the door wide open to the
newest generation of container ships.
The new area extends Port of Rot
terdam by 20% and doubles its container
traffic capacity.

central parts of the port and its industrial
estate. Today the area is open for traffic
by sea, rail and road – and the port is
continuing to expand. The plan is for
Maasvlakte 2 to grow still further to 1,000
hectares to keep pace with demand.

“Rotterdam has reinforced its position
as a hub in European shipping.”
Continues to expand
– Rotterdam has reinforced its position
as a hub in European shipping. Deep sea
shipping companies are investing in Maasvlakte 2, which opens up for greater short
sea container shipping volumes to SCA
Logistics Rotterdam Terminal in the
central area of the port, Roelf Buist says.
Maasvlakte 2 is situated west of the

Opens up for the sea
container vessels of the future
In addition to more space for vessels and
industries, Port of Rotterdam’s expansion
also gives a 20-metre deep-water port on
the North Sea. Port of Rotterdam thereby
becomes one of the few ports in Europe
that can receive the deep sea container
vessels of the future.

SCA Timber Supply is
growing in Great Britain
with new customers
and a new planing mill
SCA Timber and Great Britain’s biggest building supplies chain,
Travis Perkins Group, have signed an agreement which means that
SCA Timber Supply will take full responsibility for supplying planed
wood products for interior use. SCA Timber is investing 50 million SEK
in a new planing mill in Melton, not far from Hull.
– SCA Timber Supply UK has developed
extremely fast over the past year, says
Anders Ek, acting CEO at SCA Timber
Supply UK.
– Last winter we signed an agreement
that made us the main supplier of wood
products to Wickes, who are one of Great
Britain’s biggest building supply chains for
the public and DIY-ers. Now we’ve taken on
responsibility for supplying planed wood
products to Travis Perkins, the country’s big
gest building supplies chain for professional
builders and craftsmen. The two contracts
have doubled the size of our operations in
Great Britain, Anders continues.

We will be employing about 40 production
personnel.
– Production will begin in October and
will reach maximum capacity in spring
next year.
Expansion in Stoke-on-Trent
SCA Timber already has a planing mill in
Welshpool and two distribution centres for
wood products in Stoke-on-Trent.
– The Welshpool planing mill primarily
serves customers in the south-west and will
complement the new mill in the north of
England.
– In Stoke-on-Trent we have expanded to

“We’re going to build a planing mill with two
production lines and possibilities to expand
further later on if we need to.”
New planing mill in Melton
SCA Timber is investing 50 million SEK in
a new planing mill in Melton, not far from
Hull in the north of England.
– Hull is where we bring in most of the
sawn wood products that we deliver to
customers in Great Britain, Anders goes on.
We have had a warehouse and wholesale
business there for some time.
– We’re going to build a planing mill
with two production lines and possibilities
to expand further later on if we need to.

be able to cope with our deliveries to Wickes.
We have relocated our handling of products
for other British customers to a new dist
ribution centre and will devote our existing
distribution centre entirely to Wickes.
These are major changes and starting up
has not been without its problems. During
the summer we have made considerable
strides forward and we can now meet our
customers’ demands and expectations.
What remains now is to fine-tune our new,
considerably more extensive, operations.

Text: Björn Lyngfeldt. Photo: Istockphoto
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Text: Carl Johard. Photo: SCA
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SCA and Europe
in focus at
PPI Transport
Symposium 20
SCA Logistics will be tangibly present and active at
PPI Transport Symposium 20, which will be taking
place from 28–31 October 2013 in Baltimore, USA.
Among other things, SCA Logistics Vice President
Nils-Johan Haraldsson will be speaking and taking
part in a panel discussion on 29 October that will
focus on Europe’s unique logistics solutions.
– We will also be meeting customers and
suppliers over the course of the conference, says
Nils-Johan Haraldsson.
PPI Transport Symposium 20, which is
held every second year in Europe and every
second year in North America, is one of the
longest established logistics events for the
global forest industry. RISI is organising
the symposium in close collaboration with
the International Forest Products Transport
Association (IFPTA) and this year’s symposium, as its name implies will be the 20th.
It comprises both a trade fair and a conference with a focus on issues concerning
global transportation, materials handling,
and distribution of forest products.

Nils-Johan Haraldsson, Vice President Marketing
and Business Development.

innovations and the continent’s different
logistics solutions regarding barges and
inland waterways, railways, the growth of
hubs, EU rules and regulations governing
transportation and handling, and short sea
shipping.
The different speakers will be Louis
Kanters, CEO, Interrijn Holding, Nils-Johan
Haraldsson, Vice President Marketing and
Business Development, SCA Logistics, Mats
Erken, CEO, ScandFibre Logistics, Frank
Machiels, Chairman of the CEPI Transport
Committee, and Bernard Lombard, Trade

“By combining different transportation modalities
we can create the best logistics solutions.”
Europe in focus
The programme for the four-day conference is divided into six different sessions:
Global Market Outlook, North America,
Europe, South America, Asia and Green
Energy & Biomass.
For the Europe session, six experts
have been invited to speak about the latest

and Competitiveness Director at CEPI. This
will be rounded off with a panel discussion
led by moderator George Hudson from
Westfal-Larsen Shipping and hopefully with
the active participation of the audience.
– Internationally speaking, people are
very curious to know more about what’s
happening in Europe because we are the

leaders when it comes to innovative methods
in logistics, says Nils-Johan Haraldsson.
Closed loop
– In my talk I will be focusing on short sea
shipping and what SCA Logistics has done
for our customers in the forest and manufacturing industries to make transportation
between continental Europe, Russia and
Sweden more efficient. I will be showing
how by combining different transportation
modalities we can create the best logistics
solutions, says Nils Johan Haraldsson
and adds:
– We have container feeds where we
ship 45-footers from Sweden down to
Rotterdam for onward transportation to
various terminals in central and southern
Europe by road, barge, rail or small feeder
vessels. Here we take advantage of the
opportunities that have opened up over the
past few years with intermodal container
trains inside Europe with transshipment
and delivery to the customer’s door. Then
we use the same containers for return
transportation via Rotterdam to Stockholm
or St Petersburg. This so-called closed loop
is a cost-effective cycle for all parties.

Register Now!
October 28- 31, 2013

Baltimore Convention Center, Maryland

The Baltimore Convention Center (BCC) is easily accessible by 3 major airports:
Baltimore Washington International (BWI) 12 MI/19 KM to BCC
Reagan National (DCA) 43 MI/69 KM to BCC
Dulles International Airport (IAD) 60 MI/96 KM to BCC

Montreal
Portland

Chicago

Baltimore
Mexico City

Copenhagen
Amsterdam
Brussels
Munich
Istanbul
Madrid

London

Beijing
Tokyo

Dubai

São Paulo

Johannesburg

Special Hotel Rates for
TS 20 are available at:
Hyatt Regency Baltimore
Days Inn Baltimore Inner
Harbor Hotel

Organized by

Sponsored by

In association with

Visit our website for more details
www.transportsymposium.com

frosting.se

An ocean of
possibilities

OUR TERMINALS
ARE NEVER FAR AWAY
Strategic locations, storage, handling and forwarding, we
excel in all areas. By using our RoRo- or container service
in combination with our customized rail and road transport
solutions, we can offer you cost-efficient and high-quality
door-to-door service. On time. All over Europe.
SCA Logistics terminals

As a leading logistics company we are on route into a
sustainable future. Our updated logotype reflects the
evolution together with our new name SCA Logistics.

Associated terminals

We sharpen your competitivE edge

SCA Logistics
E-mail: info.logistics@sca.com

www.scalogistics.se

